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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS SCHOOL OF LAW 

PATENT BOOTCAMP 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, September 30, 2022 

Program 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Check-in. Registration. Continental Breakfast. 

8:30 – 8:40 a.m. Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

Professor Cynthia Nance, Dean & Nathan G. Gordon Professor of Law. 

University of Arkansas School of Law 

Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile, E.J. Ball Professor of Law, School of Law, 

University of Arkansas. 

8:40 – 9:00 a.m. State of Innovation and Patenting at the University of Arkansas 

David Hinton, Associate Director, Technology Ventures, University of 

Arkansas 

9:00 –10:00 a.m. Panel 1: Intellectual Property Law & Rights: A Primer  

Panelists: Jane A. Kim, Partner, Wright Lindsey Jennings (Trade Secrets) 

Debby Winters, Cascade Law Group (Copyrights) 

Rashauna Norment, Rashauna Norment Law Firm, PLLC (Trademarks) 

Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile, E.J. Ball Professor of Law, School of Law, 

University of Arkansas (Patents) 

Moderator: Professor Sarah Gosman, Associate Professor, School of Law, University 

of Arkansas School of Law 

10:00 –10:40 a.m. Keynote Address: Molly Kocialski, Regional Director, Rocky 

Mountain United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Introduction by: Raquel de Castro, Treasurer, Hispanic Law Student 

Association  

Response and Q&A: Katie Thompson, Director, Science Venture Studio, 

Fayetteville, AR 

10:40 – 10:50 a.m.  Tea/Coffee Break (10 minutes) 
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10:50 – 11:40 am Breakout Session 1: Acquiring A Patent: The Nuts and Bolts 

Session A: Pre-filing Considerations & Due Diligence. Patent Application 

Requirements, Finding an Affordable Patent Attorney, Filing a Provisional 

Patent Application and More 

• Meredith Lowry, Partner, Wright Lindsey Jennings LLP, Fayetteville,

AR.

• Rashauna Norment, Rashauna Norment Law Firm, PLLC.

Session B: Your Patent Application: From Claims Drafting to Submitting Your Patent 

Application. Common Mistakes to Avoid 

• David Pieper, Founding Member, Keisling & Pieper PLC.

• Tammy VanHeyningen, PhD, Partner, Quarles & Brady LLP;

Registered Patent Agent

Session C: Innovation and Patenting at the University of Arkansas: Prospects, 

Processes, Problems and Challenges. Agenda for Inclusivity and 

Diversity. 

• Lisa C. Childs, PhD, Assistant Vice President for Technology

Commercialization, University of Arkansas System Division of

Agriculture, Patent Attorney

• Heather Nachtmann, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research, College of

Engineering & Earl J. and Lillian P. Dyess Endowed Chair in

Engineering

11:40 – 12:10 p.m. Break for Lunch 

12:10 – 12:40 p.m. Lunch Address: Jade Laye, Partner, Haynes & Boone LLP. 

Introduction by: Mr. Jammie Cush, President of the Black Law Students 

Association 

12:40 – 1:30 p.m. Panel 2: Creating a Legal Support Resource for Innovators and 

Entrepreneurs in NWA: Best Practices. Working Cost-Effectively 

with Patent Attorneys 

Panelist Mary Beth Brooks, Director, Small Business Development Center, 

Fayetteville, AR 

Sarah Goforth, Executive Director, Office of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation 

Molly Kocialski, Regional Director, Rocky Mountain United States Patent 

and Trademark Office 
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Yoon Chae, Partner, Baker & McKenzie LL.P., Dallas 

David Snow, Patent Agent; President of the University of Arkansas 

Technology Development Foundation 

Moderator:  Jane A. Kim, Partner, Wright Lindsey Jennings 

1:30 – 2:30 pm Breakout Session 2:  Acquiring A Patent: The Nuts and Bolts 

Session A: Pre-filing Considerations & Due Diligence: Patent Application 

Requirements. Finding An Affordable Patent Attorney. Filing a 

Provisional Patent Application and More. 

• Meredith Lowry, Partner, Wright Lindsey Jennings

• Rashauna Norment, Rashauna Norment Law Firm, PLLC

Session B: Putting Together the “Perfect” Patent Application: From Claims Drafting 

to Submitting Your Patent Application. Common Mistakes to Avoid 

• David Pieper, Founding Member, Keisling & Pieper PLC.

• Tammy VanHeyningen, PhD, Partner, Quarles & Brady LLP;

Registered Patent Agent

Session C: Innovation and Patenting at the University of Arkansas: Prospects, 

Processes, Problems and Challenges. Agenda for Inclusivity and 

Diversity. 

• Heather Nachtmann, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research, College of

Engineering

• Lisa C. Childs, PhD, Assistant Vice President for Technology

Commercialization, University of Arkansas System Division of

Agriculture, Patent Attorney

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Break Out Session 3. Patent Prosecution. Patent Counseling. 

Landmines in Patenting   

Session D: Patent Prosecution and Patent Prosecutor Ethics: Key Steps. Major 

Challenges. Common Mistakes. 

• Dr. Kimberlynn Davis, Partner, Kilpatrick Townsend, LLP, Atlanta

• Tammy VanHeyningen, PhD, Partner, Quarles & Brady LLP, Patent

Attorney

• David Snow, Patent Agent; President of the University of Arkansas

Technology Development Foundation

• Moderator: Margie Alsbrook, Visiting Assistant Professor, University

of Arkansas School of Law
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Session E:  Patent Infringement and Patent Litigation. Common Mistakes Innovators 

and Start-ups Can Avoid. 

• Yoon Chae, Partner, Baker & Mckenzie LLP, Dallas 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Panel 3.  Innovation, Patents, Entrepreneurship: Special Focus on 

Small, Women-owned and Minority-owned Businesses – Prospects, 

Problems, and Challenges 

Panelists Jade O. Laye, Partner, Haynes Boone, LLP., Houston  

 

Justin Urso, Director, McMillon Innovation Studio, University of  

  Arkansas 

David Hinton, Director, Technology Ventures, University of Arkansas  

Katie Thompson, Science Venture Studio, Fayetteville, AR 

Moderator   Meredith Lowry, Partner, Wright Lindsey Jennings  

4:30 – 4.50 p.m. Closing Address: Dr. Kimberlynn Davis, Partner, Kilpatrick 

Townsend LLP, Atlanta   

Introduction by: Women’s Law Student Association 

4:50-5:00 p.m. Closing Remarks. Professor Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile  

 

 

 



University of Arkansas School of Law 

Patent Bootcamp 2022 

A one-day patent bootcamp that will offer participants training on the basics of intellectual 

property law, patent law, and the patent application process. The goals of the patent bootcamp are: 

(i) to identify and discuss the challenges women/minorities/indigenous communities face with

regards to protecting their inventions and innovation; and (ii) to provide intense training about the

U.S. patent system and the patenting process.

This one-day program will focus on teaching the basics of intellectual property law in general and 

patent law in particular, as well the basics of the patent application and prosecution process. 

Overall, with an eye towards successful patent application, prosecution and enforcement, attendees 

will learn how to prepare a patent application that satisfies the statutory requirements for 

patentability. 

The target audience is: innovators, entrepreneurs, individuals in STEM (science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics), small, women-owned and minority-owned businesses, patent 

attorneys and patent agents. 

The patent bootcamp faculty will offer presentations and lectures on the following topics: 

• What is a Patent?

• What is a Trade Secrets?

• What is a Copyright

• What is a Trademark?

• Patents vs Trade Secrets: What is the Difference?

• Patents vs Trade Secrets: Which Option is Right for You?

• What Are the Stages of the Patent Application Process?

• Applying for a Patent: Pre-filing considerations

• Patent Search 101: The Basics of Patent Searching

• The Pros and Cons of a Provisional Patent Application

• Initial Steps of a Patent Invention Disclosure

• Preparing Your Patent Application: The Basics of Patent Claim Drafting

• An Overview of Patent Prosecution

• Patent Prosecutor Ethics

• Patent Infringement and Patent Litigation: Issues, Challenges, Strategies

• Patent Claim Chart Review

• Post-grant Proceedings at the United States Patent and Trademark Office.



PATENT BOOT CAMP 2022 

Description of Panels 

Panel I: Intellectual Property Rights – A Primer 

This panel will provide an overview of the principal modes of intellectual property protection in 

the United States and around the world: patents, trademarks/trade dress, copyrights, trade secrets. 

The panel will help participants appreciate the importance and value of intellectual property rights 

(IPRs) in today’s economy, grasp the general intellectual property law landscape and understand 

how the different modes of intellectual property operate and interact with one another. Questions 

asked and addressed will include: What is a patent? What rights are conferred by a patent? What 

is a trademark? What is a copyright? What is a trade secret? Patents vs trade secrets: which option 

is right for you? 

Panel 2: Creating a Legal Support Resource for Innovators and Entrepreneurs in NWA: 

Best Practices. Working Cost-Effectively with Patent Attorneys 

Obtaining a patent can be expensive. According to the law firm Forsgren Fisher, “A patent attorney 

will usually charge between $8,000 and $10,000 for a patent application, but the cost can be higher. 

In most cases, you should budget between $15,000 and $20,000 to complete the patenting process 

for your invention.” The panel will look at the challenges innovators and entrepreneurs face finding 

affordable legal representation as far as protecting their intellectual property rights is concerned. 

The panel will discuss cost effective ways that small businesses and innovators can use to protect 

their intellectual property rights. The panel will also grapple with the issue of how to create legal 

support for innovators and entrepreneurs in Arkansas and will examine emerging best practices in 

other states.  

Panel 3.  Innovation, Patents, Entrepreneurship: Special Focus on Small, Women-owned and 

Minority-owned Businesses – Prospects, Problems, and Challenges 

Women-owned and minority-owned businesses are less likely to participate in the patent process 

than their white male counterparts.  While this disparity is decreasing, it will take more than 100 

years to reach gender parity in the U.S. patent process and longer for most minority groups.  This 

the panel will look at the aspects of the U.S. patent system that encourage patent acquisition and 

accelerate entrepreneurial activity and those aspects that act as impediments to women and 

minority entrepreneurs. The panel will also look more broadly at the prospects and challenges of 

commercializing a patent. Topics to be addressed include: What is the relationship between patents 

and entrepreneurship? What role do patent rights play in investors’ decisions to invest in start-ups? 

What is the current state of involvement of women and minorities in the patent process?   How do 

women-owned and minority-owned businesses currently participate in the entrepreneurship 

ecosystem in the United States and in Northwest Arkansas (NWA)? What challenges do small, 

women-owned and minority-owned businesses face commercializing their patents? How do we 

achieve a more diverse and inclusive innovation-patent-entrepreneurship ecosystem in NWA? 



Sessions: Description 

Session A: Pre-filing Considerations & Due Diligence. Patent Application Requirements, 

Finding an Affordable Patent Attorney, Filing a Provisional Patent Application and More 

With a focus on patent law, this session will look at some of the basic, yet important considerations, 

that an innovator must consider and address prior to filing his or her patent application. The session 

will address a host of issues including: (i) the requirements of patentability; (ii) how to conduct a 

patent search; (iii) preparatory steps that can help reduce cost and possibly strengthen the quality 

of a patent application and the patent that is ultimately issued; (iv) finding an affordable patent 

attorney; (v) dangers of a fast and “low cost” patent; (vi) filing a provisional patent application. 

Questions that will be explored include: What can and cannot be patented? How long does patent 

protection last? How much does it cost to get a patent?  Should I hire a patent attorney or agent? 

Can I afford a patent attorney? What if I cannot afford a patent attorney? When should I file a 

provisional patent application? When startups do not opt for patents, what other forms of protection 

do they rely on and what goes into the calculation about whether to apply for a patent? 

Session B: Your Patent Application: From Claims Drafting to Submitting Your Patent 

Application. Common Mistakes to Avoid 

This session will get deeper into the patent application process. A startup typically wants 

its patents fast and cheap, but is that really possible? From the standpoint of a researcher/inventor, 

Session B will examine (i) the pros and cons of filing a patent application without the help of a 

patent attorney; (ii) establishing and maintaining a good working relationship with your patent 

attorney; (iii) tell-tale signs that your patent attorney does not know what he or she is doing; (iv) 

getting down to the business of actually drafting and putting together a patent application.  Using 

practical, real-world examples, the session will explore a host of questions related to the patent 

application process. Questions to be explored include: How do I know if my invention is 

patentable? What exactly is a claim and how do you draft an optimal claim? What is a 

specification? What is a written description? Is there such thing as a “perfect” patent application? 

Do startup companies face unique problems when getting patents? What are some common 

mistakes patent attorneys and patent agents make with respect to patent applications? Should I be 

worried about foreign patents? Can I file my application by myself (pro se). 

Session C: Research, Innovation and Patenting at the University of Arkansas: Prospects, 

Processes, Problems and Challenges. Agenda for Inclusivity and Diversity. 

This session is structured as a lively conversation around the state of the research-innovation-

patenting eco-system at the university of Arkansas and in Northwest Arkansas. The session will 

also discuss the agenda, if any, for diversity and inclusivity in this eco-system. The session will 

explore questions such as: How do professors, scholars, and students go from research to 

innovation and patenting? What processes and partnerships are in place to encourage or promote 

inclusivity and diversity with respect to STEM-related research, innovation, and patenting at the 

University of Arkansas? Are conversations happening with local/international partners? At what 

point does a scholar or student start to think about talking to a patent attorney or patent agent?  



Session D: Patent Prosecution and Patent Prosecutor Ethics: Key Steps. Major Challenges. 

Common Mistakes. 

This panel will delve deeper into the patent application process by focusing on patent prosecution 

and the ethical issues and challenges involved. Patent prosecution costs and nightmares will be 

discussed as well the keys to effective patent prosecution. Topics to be addressed will include: 

What is patent prosecution? Why is patent prosecution important? What can I expect during the 

patent prosecution process? What could go wrong during the patent prosecution process? The 

session will also look at patent prosecution ethics by examining common mistakes patent attorneys 

and patent agents make in the course of prosecuting a patent. How to salvage a patent prosecution 

process that has gone horribly wrong will also be discussed. 

Session E:  Patent Infringement and Patent Litigation. Common Mistakes Innovators and 

Start-ups Must Avoid. 

“You have a patent: now what?” This session is about challenges startups and small businesses 

face asserting and defending their patent. Start-ups are especially vulnerable when it comes to 

patent infringement and patent litigation and many are embroiled in costly litigation. An old joke: 

“How does a patent attorney tell the difference between a good invention and a bad invention: it 

is whether the check clears” comes to mind. This session is about learning how to avoid infringing 

on patents owned by others and knowing how to assert and defend one’s patent. With a focus on 

small, women-owned and minority-owned businesses, this session will examine common mistakes 

start-ups make as far as asserting and or defending their patents is concerned. It will also discuss 

how start-ups can avoid infringing patents belonging to others. When to get a patent opinion letter 

and helpful approaches on patent opinion drafting will also be discussed. Other questions to 

address include: Could my patent be invalidated? Should I be worried about infringing a foreign 

patent? Should I be worried if my patent is infringed overseas? Time permitting, the panel will 

also discuss post-patent proceedings at the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). 
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2022 Patent Bootcamp for 

Women and Minorities in 

STEM 

 Speakers, Panelists, and Moderators  

 

Speakers 

 

Kimberlynn Davis 

Kimberlynn B. Davis Ph.D. is a Partner at Kilpatrick Townsend. 

Kim focuses her practice on prosecuting foreign and domestic 

patent applications in pharmaceuticals, polymers, the chemical arts, 

materials, and metallurgy, due diligence and freedom to operate 

analysis, and client counseling and portfolio strategy for 

companies, universities and research institutions. With a 

background in organic and medicinal chemistry, Dr. Davis has 

pursued a career supporting life science innovators in all of their 

patent needs, including strategic patent counseling, portfolio 

development, and prosecution services. Dr. Davis provides litigation support in an array of 

technologies, including pharmaceuticals, polymers, drug and chemical formulations, and drug 

delivery systems. In particular, she has extensive experience in preparing non-infringement and 

invalidity opinions and in performing freedom-to-operate analyses and due diligence for 

pharmaceutical and chemical clients. While attending graduate school, she designed and 

synthesized nucleoside analogues as HIV-1 reverse transcriptase inhibitors and also focused on 

developing methodology to improve the regioselectivity of nucleoside base couplings under 

advisor Dr. Dennis Liotta. Dr. Davis also served as an intern in the Emory University Office of 

Technology Transfer, where she assessed the marketability and patentability of technologies. 

While attending Xavier University of Louisiana, Dr. Davis worked as a summer intern in 

medicinal chemistry at Eli Lilly and Company. Dr. Davis has co-authored scientific and legal 

journal manuscripts and presented at several scientific meetings. She is a recipient of Apex 

Society’s Power 30 Under 30™ Award, was recognized as a Superwoman of the Future Services 

Asset Creation - Prosecution & Counseling Intellectual Property Market Protection - Opinions & 

Dispute Avoidance Patents Industries Health & Life Sciences Kimberlynn B. Davis Ph.D. 

Partner 1100 Peachtree Street NE Suite 2800 , Atlanta , GA USA 30309 t 404.541.6815 | f 

404.547.4764 kbdavis@kilpatricktownsend.com 1 by Atlanta Tribune Magazine, and has been 

profiled by Rolling Out Atlanta Magazine. During law school, Dr. Davis received the GSU 
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College of Law Intellectual Property Scholarship and served as a graduate research assistant for 

the GSU Intellectual Property Advisory Board. Dr. Davis was recognized in 2018, 2019 and 

2021 as a Georgia "Rising Star" in the area of Intellectual Property by Super Lawyers magazine. 

She was recognized in 2022 and 2023 as one of the "Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch" for Patent 

Law by The Best Lawyers in America®. Dr. Davis is a recipient of the National Bar 

Association’s “40 Under 40 Nation’s Best Advocates” Award in 2021 and was named a 2021 

Georgia Legal Award honoree as an attorney “On the Rise” by The Daily Report. She was also 

named a “40 Under 40 Leader” by Emory University Alumni Association in 2020. Dr. Davis 

serves as the co-chair of KT Voice, Kilpatrick's resource group focused on promoting the 

interests of Black attorneys. 

Education: Georgia State University, College of Law J.D. (2013) magna cum laude Emory 

University Ph.D. (2008) Organic Chemistry Xavier University of Louisiana B.S. (2004) 

Biochemistry, summa cum laude. 

Lilybeth (Molly) Kocialski 

Is the Director of the Rocky Mountain Regional United States 

Patent and Trademark Office.  As the Regional Director of the 

Rocky Mountain Regional United States and Trademark Office, 

since January 2016, Mollybeth (Molly) Kocialski carries out the 

strategic direction of the Under Secretary of Commerce for 

Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO, and is 

responsible for leading the Rocky Mountain regional office.  

Focusing on the nine states within this region and actively 

engaging with the community, Ms. Kocialski ensures the 

USPTP’s initiatives and programs are tailored to the region’s 

unique ecosystem of industries and stakeholders. 

Ms. Kocialski brings more than 20 years of intellectual property experience to the USPTO.  Most 

recently, Ms. Kocialski was the Senior Patent Counsel for Oracle America, Inc., where she was 

responsible for managing an active patent prosecution docket and was also responsible for all of 

the post-grant procedures and patent investigations for Oracle and its subsidiaries.  Prior to 

Oracle, she worked at Qwest Corporation and was also in private practice in both New York and 

Colorado focusing on intellectual property litigation for multiple high-tech companies while 

maintaining an active prosecution docket. 

Ms. Kocialski is a recognized IP leader in the Rocky Mountain region.  Ms. Kocialski currently 

serves on the Colorado Federal Executive Board’s Executive committee.  Ms. Kocialski is the 

vice President of the Colorado IP Inn of Court and was previously the Chair of the Planning 

Committee and a member of the Planning Committee for the Rocky Mountain Intellectual 

Property Institute, an annual two-day conference on intellectual property that attracts over 500 

attendees.  She was the Chair of the Intellectual Property Section of the Colorado Bar 
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Association and served on the Colorado Bar Association’s Board of Governors.  Ms. Kocialski 

served as the head of the IP Committee and was a member of the Board of Directors for the 

Colorado Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel and served on the national IP 

Committee of the Association of the Corporate Counsel.  In 2015 Ms. Kocialski was recognized 

by ManagingIP magazine as one of its North American Corporate IP Stars. 

Ms. Kocialski is a graduate of the State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law as 

received a Bacelor of Science in Chemical Engineering from the University of New Mexico.  

Ms. Kocialski is a registered patent attorney and is admitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 

Office, the New York and Colorado state bars as well as the United States Courts in those 

jurisdictions. 

 

Jade O. Laye (J.D. ’04) 
 

Jade O. Laye is a partner at Haynes and Boone LLP in Houston. A 

registered patent attorney, Jade Laye focuses his practice on 

intellectual property law, with an emphasis on patent prosecution, 

opinions, and counseling, as well as the acquisition, licensing, and 

divestiture of patent rights. 

 

He is a former Patent Examiner with the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office (USPTO) in its telecommunications division. 

While at the USPTO, his technical focus was in the areas of video and 

data distribution systems, networks, electronic programming guides, 

and related technology, such as video recording devices, modems, and hand-held communications 

devices. 

Clients benefit from Jade’s experience with a range of technologies, including electrical and 

mechanical oil field devices, automotive technology, optical computing devices, electromagnetic 

logging tools, software, semiconductors, fracturing methods, e-commerce, and 

telecommunications. In addition to his law degrees, Jade holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering. 

Jade is involved in Haynes and Boone’s attorney diversity efforts, where he focuses on 

advancing the hiring, retention, and promotion of diverse lawyers within the firm. He also serves 

as a founding member of the Houston Minority IP Lawyers Association and was admitted into 

the 2016 class of the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD) Fellows Program. In 

addition, he serves on the Board of Directors for the Bridge Preparatory Academy in Sugar Land, 

Texas. 
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Cynthia Nance 

Cynthia E. Nance is the Dean and Nathan G. Gordon Professor at 

the University of Arkansas School of Law. Her teaching and 

scholarship focus on labor and employment law, workplace 

legislation, and poverty law. 

Nance holds a Bachelor of Science, magna cum laude, from 

Chicago State University and a Master of Arts from the 

University of Iowa College of Business. She earned a Juris 

Doctor, with distinction, from the University of Iowa College of 

Law.  

She has received various awards for her outstanding service and 

will receive the Association of American Law Schools’ Women in Legal Education's 

annual Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lifetime Achievement Award in January. The recipient is someone 

who has impacted women, the legal community, the academy, and the issues that affect women 

through mentoring, writing, speaking, activism, and by providing opportunities to others. 

Uché Ewelukwa Ofodile 

Professor Uché Ewelukwa Ofodile holds the E. J. Ball Endowed 

Chair at The University of Arkansas School of Law and is an 

Affiliated Professor of the Department of Political Science and of 

African and African American Studies at The University of 

Arkansas’ J. William Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences. 

Professor Ofodile is a lifetime member of the Council on Foreign 

Relations. From 2021-2022 she was a Senior Fellow of the 

Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government at 

Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.  

Professor Ofodile’s teaching, research, and scholarship focuses on 

intellectual property law, technology and the law, international investment law, international 

trade law, international dispute settlement, as well as corporate social responsibility. Featured in 

Law360 (‘Breaking IP Barriers’), Professor Ofodile has advised numerous governments, 

international organizations, businesses, and nongovernmental organizations on issues relating to 

intellectual property law and emerging technologies. She is an active member of the American 

Bar Association Section of International law and has served the organization in numerous 

leadership positions including as Vice-Chair of the International Intellectual Property 

Committee. From 2014 – 2017 she served as the Co-Chair of the Intellectual Property Interest 

Group of the American Society of International Law. Professor Ofodile has authored numerous 

book chapters, articles, and essays. Her articles have appeared in refereed and policy-oriented 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aals.org%2Fsections%2Flist%2Fwomen-in-legal-education%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjeanies%40UARK.EDU%7C7d5d8020f3a64a634feb08da9775b106%7C79c742c4e61c4fa5be89a3cb566a80d1%7C0%7C0%7C637988829036729325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pVyYB3%2FctJL1gyHjpp2cOo39L8TR4qeerkT9JCiUtqA%3D&reserved=0
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journals. Her recent articles and essays include: Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile, Will Washington Ever 

Get Around to Regulating Artificial Intelligence? JURIST (10 January 2022); Uche Ewelukwa 

Ofodile, Businesses and the EU’s Proposed Artificial Intelligence Act: Major Points of 

Controversy, JURIST (17 December 2021); Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile, The Intersection of 

FinTech (Cryptocurrency) and Trademark Law, 53 U.C. Davis L. Rev. Online 141 (2020). 

Professor Ofodile has certificates of training from the World Intellectual Property Organization 

for ‘Workshop for Mediators in Intellectual Property Disputes,’ ‘Certificate, Advanced 

Workshops for Mediators in Intellectual Property Dispute,’ ‘Advanced Workshop on Domain 

Name Dispute Resolution,’ and ‘Intellectual Property Arbitration Workshop.’ Professor Ofodile 

is the founder and convenor of 'Patent Bootcamp for Women and Minorities in STEM.’ 
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Panelists 

 

Mary Beth Brooks 

Bringing 28 years of banking experience to the position, Mary Beth 

Brooks became director of the Arkansas Small Business and 

Technology Development Center at the University of Arkansas, 

Fayetteville in August 2018. She served as president and CEO of The 

Bank of Fayetteville from 2004 to 2015, followed by a private 

consulting practice. Earlier in her banking career, she held executive 

roles at Arvest Bank Group. 

Active in the community, Mary Beth has served on the Arkansas 

Economic Development Commission, Northwest Arkansas Council, 

Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce board, Fayetteville Public 

Education Foundation board, Yvonne Richardson Community Center board, and the University 

of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, UAMS Northwest boards and helped found the Walton 

College Alumni Society. 

A graduate of the University of Arkansas, she also holds a Master of Business Administration in 

Finance and Banking degree from the University of Wisconsin. 

 

Yoon Chae 

Yoon Chae is a partner in Baker McKenzie’s Intellectual Property 

& Technology Practice, where he advises clients on diverse 

intellectual property and technology matters. He serves as an 

innovation ambassador of the Firm, a member of Texas Offices’ 

Recruiting and Diversity & Inclusion Committees, and the Dallas 

representative of Baker Asian Lawyer Network (BALN). Yoon has 

extensive experience in all stages of IP litigation and has worked 

on cases in front of the Federal Circuit, the International Trade 

Commission, the Court of Federal Claims, and numerous federal 

district courts. He has also played critical roles on proceedings in front of the Patent Trial and 

Appeal Board and the American Arbitration Association. Yoon regularly writes about IP and 

regulatory issues relating to AI and autonomous systems, including the highly cited “Artificial 

Intelligence Collides with Patent Law” that he co-authored while serving as the Firm’s first 

fellow at the World Economic Forum’s Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

He was a recipient of the Firm’s Excellence in Innovation Award (2018) and Texas Lawyer’s On 

the Rise Award (2019). And he has been recognized by Texas Super Lawyers as a Rising Start in 
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IP litigation (2018-2022), the Best Lawyers in America for patent litigation (2022-2023), and the 

Best Lawyers in America as an attorney on their Ones to Watch list for IP litigation and patent 

litigation (2021-2022). 

Lisa C. Childs 

Lisa C. Childs is a patent attorney and the Assistant Vice President for 

Technology Commercialization for the University of Arkansas 

System Division of Agriculture and manages all aspects of the 

division’s intellectual property portfolio. Before joining the 

University of Arkansas in 2006, she practiced patent law as a partner 

with Michael Best and Friedrich LLP in Chicago.  

Childs is admitted to practice in Arkansas, Illinois, and the United 

States Patent and Trademark Office and is interested in making it 

easier for others to find technology-based jobs in Arkansas.  She 

earned a Bachelor of Arts in biochemistry from Rice University, Doctor of Philosophy in 

genetics from North Carolina State University, and Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Loyola 

University. 

Sarah Goforth 

Sarah is the Executive Director of the Office of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation at the University of Arkansas and an Adjunct Professor at 

the Sam M. Walton College of Business. 

Goforth oversees the university’s interdisciplinary Graduate 

Certificate in Entrepreneurship and teaches the New Venture 

Development course sequence. She has also held senior roles at the 

Discovery Channel and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, where 

she was part of a core team that established a new science 

documentary startup, Tangled Bank Studios.  

Goforth holds a B.A. in biology from Hendrix College and an M.A. in science journalism from 

the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her research has been published in The Journal of 

Neuroscience, and her science writing has been published in The Scientist, Popular Science, 

Science, Discovery.com, Smithsonian magazine, Madison magazine, and The Dallas Morning 

News. 
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David Hinton 

David J. Hinton, M.B.A, Ph.D. serves as Associate Director of 

Technology Ventures at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. 

David accelerates the process of transferring innovative solutions 

outside the walls of the university and into the marketplace. David 

leads all aspects of the university's intellectual property 

commercialization pipeline. David works with faculty, staff, and 

students to protect intellectual property that arises out of their research 

and work at the university.   

Jane Kim 

Jane A. Kim is a partner at Wright Lindsey Jennings LLP. A Chicago-

area native, Jane has been practicing in the employment law field since 

2007, when she moved to Little Rock to start her legal career at Wright 

Lindsey Jennings. She maintains an active litigation practice, primarily 

defending a wide range of clients in state and federal court actions—

including class and collective actions—involving claims under the 

various civil rights and wage and hour laws, and claims related to 

employment agreements, covenants not to compete, and trade secrets. 

Jane also regularly provides advice and training on employment law 

compliance and represents employers in state and federal government agency investigations. 

Jane serves as Chair of the firm’s Committee on Associates and is fluent in Korean. 

Meredith Lowry 

Meredith Lowry is a partner at Wright Lindsey Jennings LLP whose 

practice principally involves various aspects of intellectual property 

related to retail and e-commerce, including intellectual property 

acquisition, data and privacy, manufacturing, marketing, and 

distribution. She has assisted a variety of companies in their efforts 

to obtain patent, trademark, and copyright protection and has also 

worked with clients to protect those assets through online and in-

store infringement. Since 2019, Meredith has spearheaded WLJ’s 

initiative Woman-Run, a group dedicated to creating a network and 

education opportunities for women running businesses. 
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Heather Nachtmann 

Dr. Heather Nachtmann is the Earl J. and Lillian P. Dyess Endowed 

Chair in Engineering and a Professor of Industrial Engineering at the 

University of Arkansas. She serves as the Director of the Maritime 

Transportation Research and Education Center and the Mack-Blackwell 

Transportation Center. She received her Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering 

from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Dr. Nachtmann’s current research program focuses on economic and 

decision analysis of the transportation systems, focusing on inland 

waterways and multimodal transportation networks, cost quality issues 

in the healthcare supply chain, and advanced methods for engineering economic analysis.  

 

 

Rashauna Norment 

Rashauna Norment is a registered patent attorney and the founding 

member of Rashauna Norment Law Firm, PLLC, an intellectual 

property law firm in Little Rock, Arkansas. Ms. Norment has been 

admitted to practice before the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, courts in the State of Arkansas, and the Eastern and Western 

District Courts of Arkansas. She has over 13 years of experience in 

intellectual property law and handles patents, trademarks, copyrights, 

licensing, research, and litigation. 

She has represented businesses, independent inventors and entrepreneurs, and other institutions 

based not only in Arkansas, but also in New York, Texas, California, and overseas concerning 

their patent, trademark, copyright, and business needs. She was also an adjunct law professor at 

the University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law, teaching 

intellectual property law courses. 
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David Pieper 

David B. Pieper is originally from Murfreesboro, TN and graduated 

from Vanderbilt University with a degree in electrical engineering. 

He is a registered patent attorney and founding member of Keisling & 

Pieper PLC, an intellectual property law firm in Fayetteville, 

Arkansas, where he has prosecuted hundreds of issued patents 

ranging from children's toys to quantum dot nanocrystals. David is 

also an adjunct professor at the University of Arkansas School of 

Law where he teaches classes in Intellectual Property Law and 

Entertainment Law. 

David Snow Ph.D., CLP, Patent Agent 

Dr. Snow currently serves as the Executive Director of Technology 

Ventures, with responsibility over intellectual property management 

and licensing activity for the University of Arkansas, and President of 

the University of Arkansas Technology Development Foundation 

(UATDF). The combined mission and vision of these organizations 

works to grow a diverse and engaged entrepreneurial community 

focused on driving innovation to impact, breaking poverty cycles, 

creating new sources of wealth in our community, and building safe 

innovation districts where anyone can belong 

Katie Thompson 

Katie Thompson is the Executive Director of Science Venture Studio 

at Startup Junkie, and CEO of Rooted Startups. She has a passion for 

working directly with entrepreneurs to help bridge the gap between 

the responsibilities of leadership, employees’ interests, and areas for 

financial growth so that the company can optimize at its highest level 

of productivity.  

The Science Venture Studio aims to support science and technology 

companies on their journey to developing their technology through 

non-dilutive federal research programs.  
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Justin Urso 

Justin Urso is the director of the McMillon Innovation Studio, an 

interdisciplinary facility and set of programs housed in the Sam M. 

Walton College of Business at the U of A serving students from 

across campus and industry partners across the state. 

Urso has a diverse background that includes working with startups 

and helping companies expand by harnessing their data. He also 

brings to the studio a wealth of experience mentoring and coaching 

student teams on product strategy, software and app development 

and business model design. 

Tammy VanHeyningen 

Tammy VanHeyningen, Ph.D., is a partner and registered patent 

attorney in the Intellectual Property Group of Quarles & Brady LLP. 

Her practice includes all areas of intellectual property counseling, 

with a focus on domestic and international patent prosecution, 

strategic patent portfolio development, licensing, non-infringement 

and invalidity opinions, and freedom to operate advice. Her 

technology concentrations are in biotechnology, biologics, and 

pharmaceuticals. 

Tammy is recognized by the IAM Patent 1000 as a top patent practitioner in Wisconsin. She has 

authored several scientific research articles and written and presented on many aspects of 

intellectual property law. 

Debby Winters 

Debby Winters puts her years of work as an intellectual property 

attorney and a Ph.D. in biochemistry and molecular biology at 

Cascade Law Group, offering clients assistance in handling a wide 

variety of intellectual property and business matters, including 

patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, and licensing.  It is 

critical that businesses protect their intellectual property, and Debby 

is dedicated to helping clients do just that. 

Dr. Winters has a varied background that includes teaching at the 

college level and practicing intellectual property and business law. 

She has practiced in an intellectual property law firm, served as in-

house counsel for emerging start-up companies and most recently 

ran a sole legal practice focusing on the startup community. 

https://mcmillonstudio.uark.edu/
https://walton.uark.edu/
https://walton.uark.edu/
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Moderators

Margie Alsbrook 

Margie is a visiting professor of Legal Research & Writing for the 

University of Arkansas School of Law. She has extensive experience 

advising companies, non-profits, and individuals on food, trade, and 

land use issues. 

Sara Gosman 

Professor Gosman is an Associate Professor at the University of 

Arkansas School of Law who teaches and writes in the areas of 

environmental and energy law. Her courses include environmental 

law, energy law and policy, and natural resources law, as well as 

Torts. Her research explores the ways in which uncertainty about risk 

creates both challenges and opportunities for policy. She is also the 

President of the Board of Directors for the Pipeline Safety Trust, a 

non-profit organization devoted to pipeline safety. Prior to joining the 

University of Arkansas School of Law in 2014, Professor Gosman 

was a lecturer at the University of Michigan Law School. She taught 

courses in toxics, Supreme Court environmental litigation, 

environmental justice, and oil and gas law. She has also practiced as a 

water resources attorney at the National Wildlife Federation and as an Assistant Attorney 

General in the environmental division of the Michigan Department of Attorney General. 

Professor Gosman received an A.B. with high honors from Princeton University and a J.D., cum 
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laude, from Harvard Law School, where she was senior editor of the Harvard Environmental 

Law Review. She also holds a Master’s degree in public administration from the John F. 

Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 

 

 
 



State of Patenting in the United States: Facts and Figures 

 

Professor Uche Ewelukwa Ofodile 

 

Global  

•  In 2020, 3,276,700 patent applications were filed worldwide. 

o WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDICATORS 2021 

• Of the 3,276,700 patent applications filed worldwide in 2020, 1,497,159 applications were 

filed through the National Intellectual Property Administration of the People’s Republic of 

China and 597,172 applications were filed through the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office. 

o WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDICATORS 2021 

• In 2020, the United States ranked No. 2 (after China) in terms of ranking of total (resident 

and abroad) patents and trademarks filing activity by country of origin. 

o WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDICATORS 2021 

• Of the top 20 patent offices (in terms of number of patent applications received), nine were 

located in Asia, six in Europe, two each in North America and Latin America and the 

Caribbean (LAC), and one in Oceania. 

o WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDICATORS 2021 

United States 

• In terms of the number of patent grants in the United States in FY 2021, by state: 

California ranked No. 1 (46,564 patents granted), Arkansas ranked No, 39 (384 patents 

granted).  

o Statista.com  

 

United States: Gender Gap in Patenting  

• In 2010, 18.8 percent of all patents had at least one female inventor, up from 3.4% in 1977. 

"[A]t the current rate of change since 2000 women will not see parity in patenting until the 

year 2092" 

o INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN'S POLICY RESEARCH, 'EQUITY IN INNOVATION: WOMEN 

INVENTORS AND PATENTS' (2016) 

• "Women inventors made up only 12 percent of all inventors on patents granted in 

2016."  



o USPTO, 'PROGRESS AND POTENTIAL: A PROFILE OF WOMEN INVENTORS ON U.S. 

PATENTS,' (2019) 

• "American businesses have the lowest women inventor rates among the various categories 

of U.S. patent owners."  

o Information Technology and Innovation Foundation (ITIF), ‘THE DEMOGRAPHICS 

OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES' (2016). 

• “Women represent just 12 percent of U.S. innovators. The average male born in the United 

States is nine times more likely to contribute to an innovation than the average female.”  

Innovators defined as “include people who have won national awards for their inventions, 

people who have filed for international, triadic patents for their innovative ideas in three 

technology areas (information technology, life sciences, and materials sciences), and 

innovators who have filed triadic patents for large advanced-technology companies.” 

o THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES (2016) 

• According to the United States Patent and Trademark Office report: PROGRESS AND 

POTENTIAL 2020 UPDATE ON U.S. WOMEN INVENTOR-PATENTEES: 

 

o Patenting by U.S.-based women grew between 2016 and 2019. Patents with at least 

one woman inventor accounted for 21.9% of patents through 2019, up from 20.7% 

in 2016.  

 

o The women inventor rate (WIR)—that is, the share of women among all U.S. 

inventor-patentees—grew from 12.1% in 2016 to 12.8% by 2019.  

 

o The percentage of new women inventor patentees rose from 16.6% in 2016 to 

17.3% by 2019. 

 

o The gender gap in the number of inventor patentees that stay active by patenting 

again is decreasing. In 2014, 46% of women patented again within five years of 

their first patent (by 2019), versus 52% of men. In 1980, the gap was 28% for 

women versus 38% for men.  

United States: Racial Gap in Patenting  

• U.S.-born minorities (including Asian Americans, African Americans, Hispanics, Native 

Americans, and other ethnicities) represent just 8 percent of U.S.-born innovators. 

o THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES (2016) 



• Immigrants comprise a large and vital component of U.S. innovation: 35.5 percent of U.S. 

innovators were born outside the United States. 

o THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES (2016) 

 

• “Men-owned businesses are twice as likely as women-owned businesses to have either a 

granted patent (1.5 percent compared with 0.7 percent) or a pending patent (0.9 percent 

compared with 0.6 percent) 

o Institute for Women's Policy Research, INNOVATION AND INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY AMONG WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS’ (2018) 

 

• “From 1970 to 2006, African American inventors were awarded just six patents per 

million people, compared to more than 235 patents per million for all U.S. inventors. 

Today, African Americans and Hispanics apply for patents at only half the rate of whites, 

and African American and Hispanic college graduates similarly hold just half as many 

patents as white college graduates.” 

o Holly Fechner, Partner,  Covington & Burling.  

 

• “Considering only [those] born in the United States, 92.3 percent [of innovators] were 

White, 3 percent were Asian, and 2.1 percent were Hispanic. Despite representing 13.2 

percent of the U.S. population, only two U.S.-born innovators reported as Black, 

representing less than half a percent of the U.S.-born group of innovators. Multiracial or 

“Other” respondents had 1.4 percent, with eight responses, as did Native American 

respondents.” 

o THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES (2016) 

• “Blacks and Hispanics born in the United States account for 22.8 percent of the population, 

yet just 1.7 percent of responding innovators.” 

o THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF INNOVATION IN THE UNITED STATES (2016) 
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